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January 1, 2015

Dear Friends,

It is safe to say that the reason I am alive today is because of interfaith in its purest form. The 
reason that I am alive today, is that human beings, no matter what their religious or political 
view, understood that the time is always right to do what is right.

TheThere are only ever some things that make a real difference: human passion, empathy, and 
a sense of what is right and what is wrong. In my case, the humanity and conscious of the 
soldier that saved my grandfather and the priest that saved my grandmother during the 
second World War.

ThisThis is what we continue to do. We humanize the other. Over 140 young leaders from 
across the globe joined us in Vienna at the 5th Muslim Jewish Conference to achieve what 
many still deem impossible: mutual respect, through knowledge, interaction and project- 
based cooperation.

All of this, because one day, we might be the ones to decide; and the fate of others will 
depend upon doing what is right, when the time is right.

Yours respectfully,

ILJA SICHROVSKYILJA SICHROVSKY
Secretary General,
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LETTER FROM THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL



Not long ago, our vision of bringing together hundreds of young Muslim and 
Jewish leaders from around the world to learn from each other, build 
long-lasting relationships and challenge the long-held misconceptions, 
stereotypes, and fears that have plagued our peoples was just that: a vision.  But 
through the help of our generous supporters and our dynamic team of 
volunteers, we are proud to report that this vision has become reality for the fifth 
time. 

AsAs the years have passed, we have expanded our focus and have become a 
project incubator, working with our alumni to develop grassroots initiatives in 
their home communities on topics related to peace-building, improving 
interfaith relations, and other issues of mutual concern. 

OurOur dual model as a DIALOGUE PLATFORM and a PROJECT INCUBATOR has 
allowed us to spark transformative change extending much longer than a single 
week and affecting far more individuals than only those who attend our 
conference. 

VISION

AsAs we move into our next five years, we continue to identify new ways to 
mobilize young Jewish and Muslim leaders to maximize our impact in 
communities around the world. The MJC will continue to host the annual 
interfaith gathering, strenghtening its role as a respected center of expertise 
and a main plattform of contact for Muslim-Jewish international and innovative 
networks of cooperation and conflict resolution, grassroots driven by the next 
generation of leaders, activists and entrepreneurs.

TheThe Muslim Jewish Conference aims to grow into a MUSLIM JEWISH AGENCY 
(MJA), organizing several conferences and meetings throughout the year for 
communities, institutions, and academics, providing expertise on 
Muslim-Jewish relations as well as building a network for other interfaith 
institutions. 

MostMost importantly, it needs to help alumni and participants of the worldwide 
conferences to sustainably implement their incubated projects in order to have 
a long lasting impact on the ground, and to change the world as we know it.

mjconference.org 05

1.2MISSION
& VISION

MJC LOCATIONS 2010 - 2014

The Muslim Jewish Conference (MJC) is a grassroots dialogue and leadership 
organization that focuses on building sustainable networks between future Muslim 
and Jewish leaders from around the world. The annual conference brings together 
students and young professionals, and invites them to step beyond the boundaries 
of ignorance and stereotyping in order to build a new global political movement of 
young Muslim and Jewish leaders, activists and experts who are committed to 
mutual respect. Conference participants, who belong to all faiths and affiliations, 
work together to develop and implement pwork together to develop and implement projects focused on promoting interfaith 
and crosscultural dialogue. 

MJC has hosted five annual conferences over the last four years - twice in VIENNA, 
and once each in KIEV, BRATISLAVA and SARAJEVO.

Since our first conference in 2010, we have gathered more than 500 young Jewish 
and Muslim leaders for dialogue, grassroots coalition building, and, most 
importantly, friendship. Participants have hailed from all corners of the globe: from 
throughout Europe, the Middle East, Central and South Asia, North and South 
America, and North and Sub-Saharan Africa. Although young, our participants have 
been at the forefront of addressing the major issues of their generation: they are 
directors of local and national NGOs; civil, human and women’s rights activists; 
academics;academics; emerging business leaders; government policymakers; humanitarian 
aid workers; spiritual leaders; journalists; and community leaders.
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1.1ABOUT 
MJC



FIRST ANNUAL MJC | AUGUST 1-6, 2010
VIENNA, AUSTRIA

TheThe first MJC was held in Vienna in 2010, under the official patronage of Austrian 
President Heinz Fischer. Over five days, 65 participants from around the world 
worked together in thematic committees and conclusively produced an official 
declaration addressing two main social issues: combating anti-Semitism and 
anti-Muslim hatred, and the roles of education and media in Muslim-Jewish 
relations.

SECOND ANNUAL MJC | JULY 3-8, 2011
KIEKIEV, UKRAINE

TheThe second MJC was a "call to action," where 70 participants developed concrete 
projects to implement in their home communities. The conference also included 
visits to houses of worship of both the faiths and to the site of the Nazi massacre of 
Jews at Babi Yar. Over the course of the five-day conference, the committees 
addressed anti-Semitism and anti-Muslim hatred, sustainable dialogue, and 
historical narratives. MJC 2011 came under the official patronage of Russell 
Simmons and Rabbi Marc Schneier of the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding. 
Nine pNine projects were created and are currently in different stages of implementation.

THIRD ANNUAL MJC | JULY 9-13, 2012
BRATISLAVA, SLOVAKIA

In 2012, 100 participants divided into four committees and developed more than 
ten projects which are being implemented around the world. In addition to the 
working committees, a separate business venture track and an arts track 
encouraged Muslim and Jewish participants to collaborate on specific projects 
throughout the week. Site visits to the houses of worship of both faiths in Bratislava 
were complemented by meetings with politicians in Vienna.

FOURTH ANNUAL MJC | JUNE 30 - JULY 5, 2013
SARAJEVO, BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINASARAJEVO, BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA

TheThe fourth conference was held, for the first time ever, in the capital of a 
predominantly Muslim country. Under the patronage of the Bosniak President 
Bakir Izetbegovic, 100 young delegates from 39 counrties worked on joint projects 
to combat anti-Semitism and anti-Muslim hatred, practiced tools of conflict 
transformation, discussed hate speech and education and their effects on historical 
narratives and media, and analyzed the relationship between gender and religion. 
The young leaders also shared each other’s pain when they stood together at the 
sitesite of the Srebrenica massacre, and recited Muslim and Jewish prayers for the 
departed souls.
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MJC has come a long way since its inception. The chart below shows the 
growth in the number of participants that have attended the conference, the 
number of countries they represented, shown by the area of the yellow circles, 
the number of projects proposed, and the number of press mentions 
received. Other metrics, including the number of applications received, the 
number of team members invovled in bringing that year’s conference 
together, and the number of committees held during the year are listed at the 
bottom.bottom.

For MJC, this chart holds two key insights: first, that the demand for interfaith 
dialogue far outstrips our capacity. On average, we are only able to 
accommodate a third of the applicants any given year. Secondly, the impact 
and outreach of our work has grown several folds since we added project 
incubation to our mission. We hope to build on these insights, and enhance 
our impact, by hosting multiple conferences during a year, and strengthening 
our project incubation department.
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1.4GROWTH
PATTERNS
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PATRONAGE

DR. HEINZ FISCHER
President of the Republic of Austria
Patron, 2010 & 2014

BAKIR IZETBEGOVIĆ
Bosniak President of Bosnia and Herzegovina
PatPatron, 2013

RUSSELL SIMMONS
Chairman of the Foundation of Ethnic Understanding
Patron, 2011

BOARD OF ADVISORS

ANDRÉ AZOULAY
Counselor to H.M. King Mohammed VI of Morocco

MMr. Azoulay is a member of both the Royal Academy of Morocco and of the Royal 
Academy of Spain for Economy and Finance. He serves as President of the Executive 
Committee of the Foundation for the Three Cultures and the Three Religions, based 
in Seville, Spain. He also is the Founder and the Chairman of Identity and Dialogue. 
Mr. Azoulay has been conferred the titles of Commander of the Wissam Al Arch 
(Kingdom of Morocco) and Commander of the Legion d’Honneur (France).

DR. MUSTAFA CERIĆ
FoFormer Grand Mufti of Bosnia and Herzegovina

AA leading Islamic authority in Europe, Dr. Cerić became Grand Mufti of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in 1993 and formally retired from the office in 2013. He is outspoken on 
interfaith initiatives in the Muslim world and is considered one of the most influential 
Muslim leaders of current times. Dr. Cerić is a recipient of the UNESCO Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny Peace Prize; the International Council of Christians and Jews 
Annual Sternberg Award; the Theodor-Heuss-Stiftung Award; the Association of 
Muslim Social Scientists UK Lifetime Achievement Award; and the Eugen Biser 
FoundationFoundation Award. In 2008, he joined the advisory council of the Tony Blair Faith 
Foundation at the invitation of Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Tony 
Blair.
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LETTER FROM AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER
SEBASTIAN KURZ
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1.5OFFICIAL
SUPPORT



DR. FRANZ FISCHLER
President of the Eco-Social Forum; former 
European Union Commissioner; former 
Federal Minister for Agriculture and 
Forestry in Austria

JOSEF HADER
Austrian comedian and actorAustrian comedian and actor

AMB. NEDZAD S. HADZIMUSIC
VVice President for Government and 
International Relations at American 
University in Bosnia and Herzegovina; 
former Ambassador- Director of the Center 
for Security Cooperation; former Assistant 
Minister for Multilateral Relations Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and 
HerzegovinaHerzegovina

DR. MICHAEL HÄUPL
Mayor of the City of Vienna, Austria

PATRICIA KAHANE
President of the Karl Kahane Foundation

IBRAHIM ISSA
Co-Director of Hope Flowers School, 
Bethlehem

SUSANNE SCHOLL
Austrian journalist and writer; former Head
of the ORF bureau in Moscow, Russia

DR. ZEYNEP TALUY-GROSSRUCK
FoFormer Director of UNIDO (United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization), 
Private Sector Development Branch

ABBAS KHIDER
Award-winning Iraqi-German writer

ANDRÉ HELLER
Austrian artist, author, singer and actor

ADNAN HASIĆADNAN HASIĆ
Bosnia-based media consultant; Chair of 
the New Democracy Initiative

HONORARY COMMITTEE

RABBI ANDREW BAKER
Personal Representative to Chairman of 
Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Office for 
Combating Anti-Semitism

JEREMIAH BARONBERGJEREMIAH BARONBERG
Business Development Manager, 
Government Affairs at McKenna Long & 
Aldridge LLP in Washington, D.C.; former 
service with US Helsinki Commission in the 
United States Congress

MAG.MAG. DR. JAMELEDDINE BEN 
ABDELJELIL
AssistantAssistant for Islamic Studies at the 
Department of Near Eastern Studies at the 
University of Vienna; Editorial Board 
Member of the Magazine for Intercultural 
Philosophizing; Board Member of the 
WiGiP (Viennese Society for Intercultural 
Philosophy)

TIMNA BRAUERTIMNA BRAUER
Austrian singer-songwriter with Yemeni 
roots

EDUARD DOLINSKY
Executive Director of the Ukrainian Jewish 
Committee

RAFI ELUL
AdvisorAdvisor to the President of Israel for social 
and welfare matters and former consultant 
to the Prime Minister of Israel on social and 
welfare issues

ALEKSANDR FELDMAN
MemberMember of the Ukrainian Parliament and 
Head of the International Center for 
Tolerance

PROF. EVELINE GOODMAN-THAU
First Orthodox female Rabbi and Founder 
of the Hermann Cohen Academy in 
Buchen (Odenwald), Austria
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BOARD OF ADVISORS

RABBI DAVID ROSEN
Former Chief Rabbi of Ireland
RabbiRabbi Rosen is the former Chief Rabbi of Ireland and a past Chairman of the International 
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations (a broad-based coalition of Jewish 
organizations representing world Jewry to other religions). He received a papal 
Knighthood in 2005 for his contribution to Jewish-Catholic reconciliation and in 2010 he 
was made a Commander of the British Empire by H.M. Queen Elizabeth II for his work 
promoting interfaith understanding and cooperation. Rabbi Rosen serves as the 
International Director of Interreligious Affairs of AJC and its Heilbrunn Institute for 
InteInternational Interreligious Understanding. He is the Co-President of the World Conference 
of Religions for Peace and Honorary President of the International Council of Christians and 
Jews. He serves as the Executive of the World Council of Religious Leaders and on the 
Elijah Institute’s Board of World Religious Leaders.

JACOB FINCI
Former Bosnian and Herzegovinian Ambassador to Switzerland
A member of the century-old Sephardic community, Ambassador Finci is a Bosnian lawyer, 
diplomat and preeminent human rights activist. He is a founder and past president of the 
Jewish cultural, educational and humanitarian society, La Benevolencija. Under 
Ambassador Finci’s leadership during the Bosnian War, La Benevolencija was one of the 
most successful NGOs to assist all citizens on a non-sectarian basis and was the only 
Bosnian humanitarian organization to work as an implementing partner for the UNHCR. 
Ambassador Finci has served as President of the Jewish Community of Bosnia 
Herzegovina;Herzegovina; Director of the Soros Foundation - Open Society Fund for Bosnia 
Herzegovina; Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Bosnia Herzegovina; 
and Chair of the Constitutional Commission of Federal Parliament. He is the only Bosnian 
representative to the Advisory Council of the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights. He is a recipient of the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, the French Chevalier Legion of Honor, and the Primo Levi Prize.

SALLY A. PAINTER
Chief Operating Officer, Blue Star Strategies, LLC
Ms. Painter, a former senior advisor in the Clinton Administration, is Co-Founder and Chief
OperatingOperating Officer at Blue Star Strategies, LLC, a major consulting firm providing advice to 
global corporations, sovereign governments, NGOs, public policy organizations and 
public sector institutions. Ms. Painter has an extensive track record working with Central 
Europe on security and policy issues, including representing many of these countries on 
their NATO and EU bids, as well as an historic Visa Equity Coalition of seven countries 
where legislation was passed in the U.S. Congress which allowed their citizens to enter the 
US visa-free. Ms. Painter serves on the Board of Directors for the U.S. Committee on NATO, 
TheThe Truman National Security Project, the Global Fairness Initiative, Partners for 
Democratic Change, and is a founding member of the Transatlantic Business Dialogue. She 
received the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit from the Republic of Hungary and The 
Minister of Defense’s Award for Distinction from the Republic of Latvia.
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HONORARY COMMITTEE
CONTINUED

WOLFGANG PETRITSCH
EuEuropean Union’s Special Envoy for 
Kosovo and the European Union’s Chief 
Negotiator at the Kosovo peace talks; 
former High Representative for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina between August 1999 and 
May 2002, with final authority on civilian 
implementation of the 1995 Dayton Peace 
AgAgreement

DR PETER JANKOWITSCH
Former Foreign Minister of Austria; Former 
Austria’s Ambassador at the OECD; 
General Secretary OEFZ

DR. ALOIS MOCK
Former Vice-Chancellor and Foreign 
Minister of Austria, former President of the 
International Democratic Union; founder of 
the Central European Initiative

DR. ALEXANDER VAN DER BELLEN
City Councilor of City Councilor of Vienna, Austria; former
Speaker of the Austrian Green Party

SEBASTIAN KURZ
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Austria; Head of 
the International Center for Tolerance

HUSEIN EF. KAVAZOVIĆ
Grand Mufti of Bosnia and Herzegovina

American University in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Austrian Agency for International 
Cooperation in Education and Research

Blue Star Strategies 

Bratislava International School of Liberal 
Arts, Slovakia

Bruno KBruno Kreisky Forum, Vienna

Cafe Crossover, Vienna

City of Bratislava, Slovakia

City of Vienna

Claudio & Penny Pincus

Daniel Pincus

FederalFederal Ministry for European and 
International Affairs, Austria

Grand Hotel, Vienna

Guerrard-Hermes Foundation for Peace

Hommes de Parole Foundation, Geneva, 
Switzerland

InstituteInstitute for African Sciences, University of 
Vienna, Austria
Institute of International Development, 
University of Vienna

Irving and Dorothy Rom Charitable 
Foundation

Jumpstart

Karl Kahane Foundation

Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of 
the Slovak Republic

Neni

NH HotelsNH Hotels

Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OECD)

Ost Club, Vienna, Austria

Sine Lege Film, Vienna, Austria

Stanley & Marion Bergman Family 
Charitable Fund

TheThe Academy of Fine Arts and Design 
Bratislava, Slovakia

The Jewish community in Sarajevo

Ukranian Jewish Committee

United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

University of Vienna, Austria

US Embassy in Vienna

ORGANIZATIONS
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In the middle of a summer full of hostility and hate, 140 leaders of the next 
generation defied the odds and decided to travel thousands of kilometers 
across the globe, to come together in Vienna for the 5th aniversary of the 
Muslim Jewish Conference. In the city where it all began, under the patronage 
of the President of Austria, Dr. Heinz Fischer, the attendees stood out and 
showed the world that dialogue is not just possible, but never has it been more 
necessary. 

TheThe conflict in Israel and Palestine was discussed passionately but respectfully; 
war and human suffering were debated authentically, but productively. The 
goals were set high, not just to break stereotypes and find a language to speak, 
but to come together with joint ideas for solutions and initiatives. 

IslamophobiaIslamophobia and Antisemitism in the Media, Rights of Religious Minorities, 
Historical Narratives and Identity, Gender and Religion,  Art and Culture, and 
Conflict Transformation were all subjects of intense workshops, incubating 
dozens of local project ideas. Together, the participants visited a synagogue 
and a mosque, and traveled to a former Nazi death camp. While the world 
stood apart, they prayed in both traditions to commemorate the Jews and 
Muslims alike, that were killed at Mauthausen.
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2.1CONFERENCE
OVERVIEW



POWER & RELIGION
CHAIRED BY YUNUS HENTSCHEL, ALEXANDER MARCUS
TheThe Power & Religion committee gave participants a chance to discuss Jewish and 
Islamic law, sacred texts and interpretive authority, tensions between religion and the 
state, and violent conflicts around the world. From the onset, participants had the 
opportunity to ask each other difficult and complex questions, such as the significance 
of the State of Israel in the lives of Jewish participants, and the compatibility of 
secularism and Islam . A common theme that arose during conversations was the high 
degree of commonality between Muslim and Jewish traditions, and the shared roots of 
their their religious discourse and differences.

Conversations became richer as group members became increasingly comfortable with 
one another during the course of the week. Participants drew impromptu maps of 
Pakistan and Israel/Palestine to clarify the specifics of our discussions. We engaged in 
conversation about Islamophobia in Switzerland and Serbia, anti-Semitism in Hungary, 
marriage issues in Israel and Orthodox Jewish communities, blasphemy laws in Pakistan, 
and the racial dynamics that divided Muslim and Jewish communities in South Africa.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVES & IDENTITY
CHAIRED BY AYYAZ AHMAD, CARLA HABIF
TheThe Historical Narratives and Identity committee began the week by unpacking identity 
into the issues of personal and collective identity. The participants then discussed the 
conflict between these two. They discussed how one could often be robbed of their 
personal identity if it did not fall in line with the collective’s criteria. The multiplicity of 
historical narratives and the steps of unpacking historical narratives to engage in a 
meaningful conversation with the other side were also discussed. The concept of power 
was introduced, and connected with the issues of historical narratives an identity. It was 
discusseddiscussed that in time by personal identities form a collective identity, and a few people 
become the power centers of a community. 

COLLECTIVE MEMORY
CHAIRED BY DANIEL J GERSTLE & HIKMET KARCIC
The Collective Memory committee focused on memory and remembrance in 
post-conflict societies. First, we presented a brief introduction on the definition of 
collective memory and the tools used in post-conflict societies. The committee then 
used several case studies to give a focused overview on collective memory in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Somalia. The participants were asked to 
present on collective memories within their own families which led us to talk also about 
Pakistan, Morocco, Israel, Germany, and the United States. One of the last sessions was 
relatedrelated to the Palestine-Israel conflict, where participants discussed how to analyze 
media reports in order to get the whole story. As a finale, we shared songs from the 
Balkans demonstrating how some music was used to remember unity before the war, 
others to remember shared trauma, and still others to reunify. 

mjconference.org 19

CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION
CHAIRED BY RAFAEL TYSZBLAT

TheThe 17 participants of the Conflict Transformation committee engaged in a very rich mix 
of conflict transformation skill-building activities and constructive dialogue. They 
explored the roots of conflict and analyzed the mechanisms of violent escalation from 
interpersonal to international conflict, from family mediation to intercultural dialogue on 
the war between Hamas and the State of Israel. 

TheyThey covered different theories and approaches of Conflict Transformation from 
Marshall Rosenberg’s Non Violent Communication and Eric Berne’s Transactional 
Analysis to Carl Roger’s people-centered approach. They used their skills as mediators 
and through Forum Theatre to tackle challenging interpersonal interactions. They 
managed to participate in a dialogue session in both an authentic and very respectful 
way, showing patience and practicing the essential skills of any conflict transformation 
practitioner: active empathetic listening. 

DespiteDespite the fact that disagreements were made clear from the beginning, and despite 
the personal involvement of many participants in the topic being discussed, they 
managed to hear each other out and acknowledge the reality and legitimacy of all the 
perspectives present in the group. 

Focusing on the relationship, rather than on the problem, on emotions rather than just 
facts, seeking to learn rather than convince were some of the take-aways of these 5 days 
of deep reflection and sincere interactions. 

GENDER & RELIGIONGENDER & RELIGION
CHAIRED BY IRTEFA BINTE-FARID, OLIVER BRAUNSCHWEIG
TheThe goals of the Gender and Religion committee were to break down definitions of 
gender and the creation of the male and the female; to help participants differentiate 
between the opinion of an individual and the respect due to each person, irrespective 
of their opinions; and to create an understanding of established gender roles within the 
faith communities, and that constructive dialogue includes the perception of the person 
talked to.

TheseThese were achieved through small and large group discussions, texts and facilitative 
games, techniques that enabled story-telling and those that enabled fruitful discussions 
of controversial topics. 

OverOver the course of the week, the 12 participants discussed and explored stereotyping 
and othering; personal gender narratives and the social construction of gender; 
economic, religious and political societal power structures; faith and religious groups; 
personal relations to faith and to religion, and the stances of the individuals present 
towards their own religious group; information we get from the media, and the 
problems of understanding that arise from this; and deconstruction of “modesty.”
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2.2COMMITTEES &
DISCUSSIONS



ARTS & CULTURE
CHAIRED BY AZIZ SOHAIL, JACOB KOHN, SHAINA HIRSCH
TheThe Art and Culture committee took a hands-on approach to exploring how the arts has 
the potential to build bridges across communities and shatter preconceived notions 
about the “other”. We analyzed case studies related to identity and self-expression, 
unpacking how cultural diplomacy has been used to channel the spread of cultures and 
traditions across religious, ethnic, social, and political boundaries. 

TheThe committee began with a series of trust-building exercises to help participants 
recognize important aspects of their identities they might share. We continued with a 
unit using Theater of the Oppressed to explore our capacity to react to and portray 
anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, applying techniques used in mitigating real-life 
conflict situations. From there, we moved to a discussion on Muslim and Jewish visual 
art in diaspora communities, engaging with artists’ interpretations of traditions and 
scriptures to uncover how and why certain cultural ideas were highlighted in such works. 
ParticipantsParticipants had the opportunity to learn about an arts-driven movement for social 
transformation in Bahrain, and to directly interact with the movement’s organizers via 
Skype. Participants also learned about how linguistic choices on multilingual street signs 
could tap into political and historical identities. We concluded with an inspirational 
discussion on the power of music to bridge cultural and religious divides and to create 
social change and awareness in various stages of conflict. 

Based on what participants had learned from each other in the committee sessions, we 
designed a spoken word project to communicate our personal stories relating to 
Judaism and Islam. 

ISLAMOPHOBIA AND ANTISEMITISM IN THE MEDIA 
CHAIRED BY DENISA NESTAKOVA, MARYAM M. AHMED, RACHEL SURANYI

TheThe Islamophobia and anti-Semitism in the Media committee introduced elements and 
forms of anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, the impact they have on one‘s identity, life, 
point of view on “the other“;  identified the stereotypes and prejudices behind 
otherising; discussed how current events are shown in the media; and introduced 
alternative media – both anti-Semitic/Islamophobic and the “loving“ ones. Other topics 
of discussion included conflicts and reasons of giving more attention to particular 
conflicts, such as the Israel/Palestine one; and the Holocaust.

TheThe methodology included a mixture of training techniques (small and large group 
discussions, role plays, simulations, lectures, case study, etc.,) designed to inform, 
demonstrate and enhance learning. The chairs used both experiential and didactic 
methods with an increasingly progressive emphasis on participant involvement.
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2.3FIELD VISITS &
GUEST SPEAKERS

VISIT TO THE SYNAGOGUE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 08
MJCMJC participants visited Vienna’s only synagogue that has been in use both before and 
after World War II. They were welcomed by the Rabbi and addressed by the President 
of the Jewish Community of Vienna. Questions about faith and religion in general, as 
well as Vienna’s community in particular, were discussed in a cordial environment., 
followed by a guided tour of the Temple.

COMBATANTS FOR PEACE
MONDAY, AUGUST 11
ThisThis year, MJC invited Suleyman Kathib (Palestinian) and Uri Ben Assa (Israeli) from 
‘Combatants for Peace’ to speak to participants about their personal experiences of 
rejecting violence in favour of dialogue and cooperation. As a rule, the MJC is an 
apolitical organisation and our purpose for inviting Combatants for Peace was to show 
how a situation of non-communication can be transformed into one of communication.

HELGA, THE HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
MONDAY, AUGUST 11
HelgaHelga Kinsky-Pollack, a Holocaust survivor, was invited to share her story with MJC 
participants, recount the life she enjoyed before the Nazi occupation, and the horrors 
she endured in Auschwitz-Birkenau. This was the first opportunity for many Muslim 
participants coming from Pakistan, Saudia Arabia and Turkey to hear a survivor speak, 
and enrich their subsequent visit to Mauthausen by enabling participants to connect an 
individual voice to historical accounts of the Shoah. 

MAUTHAUSEN CONCENTRATION CAMP
TUESDTUESDAY, AUGUST 12
AA defining feature of MJC is visiting sites of genocide, and this year included a visit to 
the Nazi concentration camp of Mauthausen. Our participants were given guided tours 
of the camp by experts who relayed the historical atrocities. Prayers for the dead were 
offered in both Jewish and Islamic traditions in respect of all those who perished in 
Mauthausen, as well as the lighting of a memorial candle by Adina Lieblich, an 
Australian participant whose grandfather was imprisoned at the camp during the Shoah. 
An MJC project to emerge from the visit will be a memorial plaque to Muslim victims of 
Mauthausen, which curMauthausen, which currently does not exist.

VISIT TO THE ISLAMIC CENTRE
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13
MJC participants visited the Vienna Islamic Centre, the largest mosque in Austria. The 
Imam of the Centre discussed the mosque’s history, introduced the ‘five pillars,’ or the 
basic beliefs of Islam, and explained the significance of different actions comprising the 
Muslim prayer. The visit concluded with the Asr prayer service, with Muslim participants 
joining the congregation and non-Muslim participants observing the prayer service.



The MJC is recommending support for the following projects, focusing 
specifically on Muslim-Jewish relations.

INTERNATIONAL RAPID RESPONSE ALLIANCE
WWith rapid globalization, disparate communities come into closer contact with 
each other. While that presents immense opportunities for learning, it also 
increases the potential for friction and intolerance. Reports of hate crimes, 
discriminatory acts or racist events both in Europe and around the world, are on the 
rise. Anti-Semitic acts cannot always be distinguished from other faith-based or 
ethnic-based crimes. The goal of the IRRA would be to create an alliance of 
faith-based or faith-linked organizations that unequivocally and unapologetically 
condemncondemn hate crimes, racism and discrimination, wherever they target people's 
faiths, on a joint platform. Such a joint platform would be represented openly and 
actively speak out against racism of all forms. 

JEWISH-MUSLIM ENCOUNTERS AND JOINT INITIATIVES
Throughout history, the relations between Muslims and Jews used to be complex 
and diverse. In general they were of a positive nature and were characterized by 
mutual dialogue. For the last decades, however, their relationship is constantly 
challenged by intolerance and radicalism. But this state of the relationship is not 
inevitable. Jewish-Muslim encounters need to multiply, both at the global and local 
level, if we are to counter the rise of hatred on both sides. Such encounters can 
provide a unique opportunity for young people to talk about social, cultural, 
politicalpolitical or religious issues that are of mutual concern and initiate joint projects to 
address common challenges. After meeting and conceptualizing joint projects, 
participants need assistance for refining their project proposals and support in 
securing resources and funding to actually implement these projects. As 
experience has proven, it is crucial to support grassroots initiatives, in order to 
provide unbiased and safe platforms of communications.

HIGHLIGHTING POSITIVE INTERACTIONS
There is a  need to increase cooperation between Muslim and Jewish communities 
locally, by highlighting this cause in the media and providing coverage about 
existing opportunities of interfaith and interreligious activity. The news media tends 
to focus its attention on political and global issues, dedicating little space to 
problems within communities, or cooperation and positive interaction between 
different religious groups and minorities. To improve Muslim-Jewish cooperation, 
it is important to present real stories, both historical and contemporary, about 
positivepositive interaction, coexistence and cooperation between Muslims and Jews. This 
needs to be supported throughout the OSCE region.
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ISRAELI- LEBANESE DIALOGUE GROUPHIBA KANJ & GEDALYAH REBACK

Israeli- Lebanese dialogue group for building friendshipsfriendships

PAKISTANI JEWISH DIALOGUEASIF HUSSAIN & ELIYAHU WOLFA dialogue forum between 
Pakistanis and global Jewish
population, conducted onlineonline

FEMINIST CLOTHINGMORIAH ELLA MASONClothing with feminist quotes and statements that challenge perceptions
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Serb-Croat dia
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fé 
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TRANSLATION TASK FORCEGABRIEL BUZNICKMuslim and Jews translating 
group to make inaccessible 
information accessible

The Muslim Jewish Conference is a place for inspiration and impact, as 
evidenced by the scores of projects that participants come up with during the 
week of interaction. The Projects department helps participants realize their 
ideas and implement them once they go back to their home countries.

TheThe Conference participants worked together and collaborated to shift their 
attitudes towards each other, develop joint projects and outline 
recommendations on how to constructively bring Muslim and Jewish 
communities together and deal with key issues affecting both communities, 
such as, Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, the role of the media in promoting 
hate, and the importance of education. 
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2.4BEYOND MJC:
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 Support religious and gender diversity in political representation;

 Advocate for adequate security in places of worship and protect the 
freedom of religion and freedom of speech

 Actively work against ghettoisation and gentrification based on religious 
identity or race. 

  Promote the values of diversity, respect, tolerance and humanity at the core 
of policies such as education, housing, or urban planning. 

 Politically and publicly condemn all acts of anti-Semitism and any other 
forms of racism and consider hate crimes to be attacks on society itself.

 Politically condemn all attempts at manipulating feelings of identity or 
community for political purposes and hold accountable political representatives 
who endorse anti-Semitism or any other forms of racism.
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JOURNALISTCOLLABORATIONZEESHAN SALAHUDDIN &LAURA SUZANE KELLY
Muslim Jewish
journalist collaboration

SUPER SEMITES
ADINA LIEBICH

Muslims and Jews 
working together on 
other global crisis, not 
just those related to 
the Middle Eastthe Middle East
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Muslim Jewish
 

online poetry s
lam

ASK YOUR
MJC FRIEND
RAFAEL AZAMOR

Hyperlocal source of information form MJC alumni, instead 
of mass mediaof mass media

BOSINAN AND SHOAH SURVIVOR ADVOCACY PLATFORM
Bosinan and Shoah survivor advocacy platform for sharing memories, and advocacy for local advocacy for local 

causes
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INFORMATION & FACT SHARING ON MUSLIM & JEWISH COMMUNITIES
TheThe internet and social media can be a place for inter communal hate and violence 
but they also provide great platforms for building bridges and sharing valuable 
information on faith-based identities and culture. Blogs, chats, video-conferences 
can be some of the virtual places where real people could talk to real people 
without intermediary or bias. Sharing personal stories on cultural, religious or social 
aspects of our lives is a powerful weapon against ignoring or rejecting the other. 
With such internet tools, any citizen can have the power to impact the attitudes 
andand behaviors of a high number of other citizens. Many such projects need 
institutional support and encouragement.
 
INTRA-JEWISH AND INTRA-MUSLIM DIALOGUE PROGRAMS
It is an understatement to say that both the Jewish community and the Muslim 
community are divided nowadays. These divisions occur globally and locally and 
the result for Jewish and Muslim communities is increased fear. A divided identity 
is an identity that often seeks an outside enemy to reunify. Intra-identity and 
intra-faith dialogue are a necessity for all identity and faith based communities in 
order to help anchor identities, strengthen group cohesion and increase collective 
intelligence, addressing common issues. The MJC therefore recommends to 
prpromote and support the implementation of intra-faith dialogue programmes 
within Jewish and Muslim communities, both globally and locally. 

MJC RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE OSCE
Besides specific project ideas, the MJC recommended the OSCE governments 
to do the following: 

 Support and increase funding for education, which promotes interreligious 
and intercultural dialogue;

 Establish and support partnerships for Civil Society Organisations fighting 
against racism and create networking platforms for the exchange of best 
practices;

 Support projects that work for rapprochement of citizens living across ethnic, 
religious, or social borders and strengthen grassroots initiatives, which promote 
tolerance;

  Advocate for equality before the law, equal treatment in employment, 
occupation and education and against discrimination on all levels of society.

 Work on coherent and consistent legislation against hate crimes and 
support or establish the prosecution of hate crimes based on faith, race, gender 
or sexual orientation.
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Chair Conflict Transformation
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ALEXANDER MARCUS
Chair Power & Religion
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Founder & Secretary-General

OSAMA KHAN
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Head of Public Relations
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The MJC Team for the 2014 conference comprised 44 young individuals from 
over 20 countries, working voluntarily for a year to put together the 7-day 
conference.
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“
“

The Muslim Jewish Conference 2014 received coverage in over 50 print, web, 
television and radio outlets across the world. While the conference has been 
routinely covered in European, American and Israeli media outlets, it was the 
first time that team members and participants were able to get their 
experiences published in Egypt and Pakistan, including a magazine feature in a 
leading Pakistani newspaper on the Holocaust. Complete coverage of the 
conference is available on our website.

THE GHOSTS OF MAUTHAUSEN, BY ZEE SALAHUDDIN
PUBLISHED IN THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE MAGAZINE ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2014

The silence was pierced by Samuel’s voice, a 
Moroccan Jew, as he recited a prayer for the 
deceased in Hebrew. Once he finished and 
stepped back, Bashar Ibrahim, a Serbian 
Muslim, came forth and recited a prayer, this 
time, in Arabic. As Muslims and Jews prayed 
together for the departed souls, united by the 
sheersheer scale of the tragedy that transpired 
here, only one thing was clear; no matter 
what religion, cast, creed or background you 
come from, some things are just decidedly 
inhuman.

IN VIENNA, MUSLIM-JEWISH DIALOGUE TACKLES CONFLICT HEAD-ON, 
BY MATT LEBOVICH
PUBLISHED IN THE TIMES OF ISRAEL ON AUGUST 18, 2014

Far from the summer’s roiling Mideast conflicts, a record 
99 participants from dozens of countries converged on 
Vienna last week for the Muslim-Jewish Conference’s 
fifth annual gathering. From Pakistan to Iran and Gaza, 
only one of the conference’s 50 registered Muslim 
participants backed out at the last-minute.

BY MERET BAUMANN
PUBLISHED IN NEUE ZURCHER ZEITUNG ON AUGUST 14, 2014

Vom Aha-Erlebnis zum
interreligiösen Dialog“

“

“

AN AMBITIOUS, DARING AND UNFORGETTABLE WEEK
BY BEN KASSTAN
PUBLISHED IN THE HUFFINGTON POST UK ON AUGUST 30, 2014

It is impossible to describe the depth of 
conversations you have at the conference and 
the scope for change you see. The hardest 
issues are confronted and most sacred of 
narratives shared over seven days in a way 
that is not possible for many at 'home' ... MJC 
is our community because we have 
recognisedrecognised that there is more to a relationship 
than agreements, and disagreements present 
an opportunity to learn, understand and 
eventually overcome differences or divisions.

BEYOND CONFLICT, PREJUDICE, AND STEREOTYPE
BY SIMONE EGARTER
PUBLISHED IN THE DAILY NEWS EGYPT ON AUGUST 20, 2014

When Egyptian Muslim Hugger Haggab first 
learned that she would be sharing a room 
with two Jews at the Muslim Jewish 
Conference (MJC) in Vienna last week, “I was 
tensed,” she said. But by the end of 
conference, which wrapped up Sunday, the 
three were close friends.
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